preparing an Environmeatal impact
Statement {EIS) - The draft EIS is a primary
source of envirenmental informaticn related to 2
proposed action. The EIS also serves as a means
for public review and comment on the potential
impacts of the action. After a draft EIS is submitted
by the spansor, the lead agency must delermine
that it is complete and adequate for public review.
Once the draft EIS is deemed complete, 2 mini-
mum of 30 days is required for public review and
comment, A final EIS should be prepared within 45
days of any hearings or 60 days after filing the
draft EIS. The final EIS must includa: the draft E[5
and any revisions/supplements; a summary of sub-
stantive comments received; and the lead agency’s
responses to lhe comments.

Holding public hearings under SEQR is option-
al, Hearings are part of the review process for draft
Ei$'s and cannot be held before the draft EIS and
related documents are available for public review.
SEQR hearings should be combined with hearings
mandated by laws governing the particular action
being proposed, If a SEGR hearing is held, the
hearing record or summary becomes part of the
final EIS.

SEQR findings are written by the lead agency
and each of the involved agencies at the time they
make their final decisions. Findings should directly
relate the agency's decision to specific issues in the
E18, including the support for any conditions an
agency may impose. Findings statements must be
filed with all involved agencies and the project
sponsor. A copy musl be kept in the agencies’
public files.

How does SEGH affect your agency?

If an ageney is making a discreticnary decision on
a proposed aclion, it must carry out its responsihili-
ties under SEQR. An agency may get assistance
from but can not delegate its role to another
agency or entity. for example, a town board can-
not affow another board or agency that has no dis-
cretionary decision making role regarding the pro-
posed action to act in its behalf.

Even though an invoived agency may have little
concern about a proposed action, it cannol make
a final decision until sither a Negative Declaraticn
has been made or the EIS process has been com-
pleted. If a project is allowed Lo stait without the
benrefit of a proper SEQR review, agencies are vul-
nerable to legal challenges. New York's court sys-
tem has consistently ruled in favor of strong com-
pliance with the provisions of SEGR.

Need more info?

Visit DEC's Website at www.dec.ny.gov. Select
SEQR in the subject index. There you will find:
details about SEQR and how it works; explanations
of lerms; a flowchart of the SEQR process; SEQR
forms that can be downleaded and information
about reguiations and laws. The Environmental
Notice Bulietin lists all SECGR natices filed with
DEC. Itis free on DEC's website at
www.dec.ny.govienblenb.himi,

Contact the Division of Environmental Permits at
the central and regional offices with specific ques-
tions or for written materials about SEQR proce-
dures and requirements,

DEC Division of Environmental Permits

fask for the Regionaj Permit Administrator)

Region 1 (Nassac, Suffolk counties)
Building 40, SUNY & Stony Brook
Stony Brook, NY 11790-235€ (631) 444-0365

Region 2 {3l of New York City)
One Hunters Point Plaza, 47-40 21st Strest
Long Island City, NY 1110%-5407 (718} 482-4997

Regian 3 (Dutthess, Drarge, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster,
Wiesichester sountiss) ’

21 Scuth Putt Corners Road

Naw Paliz, NY 12561-1696 (B45) 256-3054

Region 4 {Albany, Columbiz, Delaware, Greene, Monigomery, Bisega,
Rensselaer, Schenectaty, Sehoharie counties)

1150 North Westcett Road

Schenectady, NY 12306-2014 (518) 357-2069

Region 5 {Clinton, Essex, Franktin, Fulton, Hamitton, Saratoga, Wam
Washingion counties)

Route 86, PO Bux 296

Ray Brook, NY 12977-0296 (518) 897-1234

Region 6 (Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, 5t. Lawrence wumim_)-
State Office Building , 317 Washington Street
Watertown, NY 13601-3787 (315) 785-2245

Reyien 7 (Rroome, Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Madison,
Onendaga, (swego, Tioga, Tompkins eounties)

615 Erie Boulevard West

Syracuse, NY 13204-2400 (315) 426-7438

Region 8§ {Chemung, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Oniario, Oricans,
Senuyter, Seneta, Steuben, Wayne, Yatos counties)

6274 East Avon-Lima Road

Avon, NY 14414-9518 (585) 226-2466

Region 9 {Allegary, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Niagara, Wyoming
<ounties)

270 Michigan Avenue

Buffaio, NY 14203-2995 (716) 8517165

Central Office, Environmental Permits
625 Broadway. 4th Fioor
Albany, NY 12233-1750
(518) 402-9167

LOCAL
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New York State
Department af Environmental Conservation
Division pf Enviconmental Permits
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